
 

 

         24th March 2020 

Mr Matt Hancock MP  

Secretary of State for Health and Social Care 

Department of Health and Social Care 

39 Victoria Street 

London SW1H 0EU 

 

Dear Secretary of State, 

Re: Coronavirus Bill Schedule 27 

We are a group of non-partisan lawyers working closely with other professionals and the Muslim 

communities of the UK.  We have convened to respond to the impact of CV-19 on Muslim 

communities and write to you with regard to the above pending legislation which we understand is 

being considered by the House of Lords today, 24th March 2020. 

You will be aware of the concerns of religious groups of the potential effect of Schedule 27.  Ms Naz 

Shah MP successfully sought an amendment to include new Part 3A “Deceased’s Wishes Etc.” 

Section 13A(1) presently states; 

“In carrying out functions under this Schedule local authorities and the appropriate national 

authorities must have regard to the desirability of disposing of a dead person’s body or other 

remains- 

(a) In accordance with the person’s wishes, if known, or 

 

(b) Otherwise in a way that appears consistent with the person’s religious beliefs, if known.” 

[our emphasis] 

Subsection (2) states; 

“In carrying out functions under the legislation listed in sub paragraph (3), designated local 

authorities must have regard to the desirability of disposing of a dead person’s body or other 

remains- 

(a) In accordance with the person’s wishes, if known, or 

 

(b) Otherwise in a way that appears consistent with the person’s religious beliefs, if known.” 

[our emphasis] 

Whilst the amendment sought by Ms Naz Shah MP is welcomed, it is our view that the words in 

italics “must have regard to the desirability” of disposing of a dead person’s body or other remains 



and  “in a way that appears consistent” with the person’s religious beliefs does not reflect the 

position the government has stated publicly. 

Ms Penny Mordaunt MP stated quite clearly in the House of Commons debate on 23rd March 2020, 

that no one would be buried or cremated in a manner that was not in accordance with their religious 

belief.  However on the face of the legislation, it appears to leave open the possibility of means of 

disposal of the body other than burial. We have explored this issue with several Muslim 

organisations and are unaware of any present issues around capacity for burials. 

We therefore request that at the final hearing in the House of Commons tomorrow, 25th March 

2020, the above Part 3A of the Bill be further revised to remove the words “the desirability of” from 

both subsections (1) and (2) and “in a way that appears” from part (b) so that the necessary 

guarantee is in place in legislative form, to provide the required reassurance to the relevant 

communities. 

We appreciate your ongoing efforts to deal with the very difficult situation we find ourselves in and 

trying to continue to safeguards the diverse community needs. 

Yours sincerely 
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Cc  Ms Penny Mordaunt MP 

      Lord James Bethell 


